Highly Recommended Software (General)


DoWinStartup 1.0
(free)
Exercise TOTAL control over everything that loads, not just the Startup group. Unlike Win98 System Configuration utility, can specify order that items load.

Drive Image 3.02
$50
Quickly (and selectively) copy and restore entire hard drive partitions

EzDesk 1.8
$15
Remembers / automatically restores desktop configurations under Windows 9x

NotePad +
(free)
Far superior to NotePad editor that comes with Windows 9x

Norton SystemWorks 
$70
Norton File Compare is indispensable for easily comparing text file changes, plus Disk Doctor, Speed Disk, and WinDoctor to keep Windows 9x performing well. 
Cleansweep allows complete removal of Windows applications.
Norton AntiVirus 2000 provides e-mail protection against viruses.

Partition Magic 5.01
$65
Resize and move hard disk partitions without reformatting your hard disk

Pegasus 3.12b
(free)
E-mail program, with filtering, multiple identities, HTML mail

PkZip 2.60
$50
The best Zip file handler, understands long file names inside Zip files

PkZip CL 2.50
$30
Provides command line interface to PkZip, which allows VBScript files (and BATch files) to manipulate Zip files which contain files with long file names

Power Toys
(free)
Easy, quick switching of screen resolution via QuickRes, adds more control over various Windows 9x “annoyances” (from Win98 CD, not on Win98 SE CD!)

SnagIt 5.0
$35
Capture / print screens (or portions of screen) under Windows 

SpamKiller 2.77
$30
Automates handling of spam (junk e-mail)

Highly Recommended Software (Visual Basic specific)

CodeReview 
$300
Identifies numerous errors in coding style, Win API calls, known VB bugs, etc.

TrueTime 
$300
Usable performance monitoring program (unlike VB Code Profiler)

FailSafe 
$300
Automates adding (and removing) line numbers and error trapping code

PrintCodeAsYouWant
$  45
Very nice “pretty printing” features, can print only routines which changed, but feature DOES NOT WORK if you use the Windows 9x Long File Names.  

Wise Install 7.04
$170
Extremely flexible tool to create and package files to distribute VB programs
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